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DEVOTION TRUMPS EMOTION.

Jesus enters the fray...

Scene 1 —2:1-5 Wedding runs out of wine.

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. ? Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. > When the wine
ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” * And Jesus said to
her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” > His
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Scene 2 — 2:6-11 Water changed into wine.

Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with wa-
ter.” And they filled them up to the brim. & And he said to them, “Now draw some
out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. * When the master of the
feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called
the bridegroom ° and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when
people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until
now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his
glory. And his disciples believed in him.

Objection to miracles: “If we take in our hand any volume; of divinity or school
metaphysics, for instance; let us ask, ‘Does it contain any abstract reasoning concern-
ing quantity or number?’ No. ‘Does it contain any experimental reasoning concerning
matter of fact and existence?’ No. Commit it then to the flames: for it can contain
nothing but sophistry and illusion.”* — David Hume, skeptical empiricist philosopher

Rebuttal: Does Hume’s claim meet it’s own standards? Hume attempts to reject the-
ology and metaphysics with a philosophical statement not a mathematical formula.

Scene 3 —2:12-17 Jesus drives shadiness into the light.

After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days. 3 The Passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. * In the temple he found those who were selling
oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. > And making a
whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he
poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 1 And he
told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s
house a house of trade.” ¥’ His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.”

Scene 4 — 2:18-22 Jesus’s resurrection verifies His claims and actions.

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” *° Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” ?° The Jews
then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in
three days?” %! But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and
they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Conclusion —2:23-25 Jesus sees through fair-weather believers...and still went

to the cross (Passover = decision time).

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name
when they saw the signs that he was doing. ** But Jesus on his part did not entrust
himself to them, because he knew all people % and needed no one to bear witness
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

Takeaways
e Ministry happens where people are.
e God uses common things for great things.

e Allow passion for God’s glory vs. frustration at people to be your primary
motivation in speaking out against evil.

e Preach to yourself God’s steadiness when dealing with unreliable people.

! David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Vol. XXXVII, Part 3. The Harvard
Classics (New York: P.F. Collier & Son, 1914), np.



